SPORT                        849

affairs.* The classic races, such as the Derby, the
Oaks, the Grand National, are the theme of long
newspaper articles months and months before
they take place; and the betting odds against
this and* that horse are published each morning
six months or more before he is to run, as regu-
larly as the stock-market quotations.

If the King's horse or the Prime Minister's horse
wins the Derby, or any one of the great classic
races, the owner, as he leads the horse back to
the paddock, is received with tumultuous cheer-
ing. This is true of any owner fortunate enough
to win such a race, but for the King, or a popular
statesman, the ovation is almost frenzied. There,
at any rate, the whole population is unanimous to
a man, a good sportsman is universally popular.

Prowess at any sport is counted upon as a tell-
ing factor in the availability of a candidate for
office* A candidate for Parliamentary honors
lets it be known as widely as possible that he is
an old "Blue" of either Oxford or Cambridge;
or that he has played for England at cricket or
foot-ball, or won honors in some one or other of
their many games, or been an adventurous
traveller, or a great hunter or fisherman. These
things help his candidacy, if not more, quite as
much, as any qualities of intellect, unless he be
a statesman who has already won his spurs*